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immediately preceding the setting up of the relevant sub-committee,
on the 15th March, 1933, at Geneva.
On the 21st February, 1933, in the House of Commons at West-
minster, Sir John Simon was asked by Mr. Lansbury—apropos of the
new Japanese military offensive in the province of Jehol1—whether
he could give any information as to the proposal for an embargo on
arms exported to Japan or China. On this occasion, Sir John Simon
contented himself with quoting President Hoover's message of the
10th January to the Congress at Washington, to the effect that 'for
one nation alone to engage in such prohibitions, while other nations
continue to supply arms, is a futility5; and an attempted motion of
adjournment on the point was ruled out of order. Time was given,
however, for a debate on the subject on the 27th February, and in
the course of this debate Sir John Simon announced that, subject
to the maintenance of existing contracts, His Britannic Majesty's
Government in the United Kingdom had 'decided that, as from* that
* day, and pending the opportunity of international consultation and
decision5, the Government would 'not authorize the issue of licences
for the export, to either China or Japan, of any articles mentioned
in the Arms Export Prohibition Order, 1931'. Sir John Simon pre-
faced this announcement by once again quoting President Hoover's
authority in support of the proposition that 'the thing has to be done
internationally if it is to be really effective'; and he took the oppor-
tunity to point out that the legal position in the United Kingdom,
where the Government already possessed powers for stopping the
traffic, was exceptional, and that in most countries, including the
United States, new legislation would have to be passed before their
Governments could find themselves constitutionally entitled to take
any equally effective action.
It will be seen that the Government at Westminster, in the action
which they did take on the 27th February unilaterally, refrained
from applying, in the matter of access to British sources of military
supplies, that categorical discrimination between China and Japan
to which His Majesty's Government had solemnly and publicly com-
mitted themselves, in company with forty-one other Governments,
on the 24th February at Geneva. 0£ this account, Sir John Simon
and his colleagues were now arraigned by critics, both abroad and at
home, who pointed out that the Government of the United Kingdom
had just joined in pronouncing judgement to the effect that, in the
Far Eastern conflict, Japan had been the aggressor and China the
victim of aggression—at any rate, since the 18th September, 1931.
1 See p. 480 albove.

